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Ethan King is fifteen years old. He is the founder of Charity Ball. It is an organization
that *raises money to *hand-deliver soccer balls to children in *developing countries. The
organization needs twenty-five *dollars to hand-deliver one soccer ball. The idea came from a
trip Ethan took with his father—who *repairs water wells in poor African villages—to
Mozambique when he was ten years old.

Ethan and Charity Ball have given more than 4,000 soccer balls. They also worked
together with *Serbian soccer star *Neven Subotié to make a soccer *tournament for children in

Mozambique.

*Interviewer: You brought your soccer ball on the trip to Mozambique when you were ten.
How did the children there *react to seeing it?

Ethan: When we got there, my father repaired water wells in some villages. When we
stopped, I *pulled out my soccer ball from home. It was so *crazy because
fifty-one hundred children came to us and wanted to play with my soccer ball.
They never touched a real soccer ball before I brought my soccer ball. They
used *trash bags *wrapped up in twine. So they looked very happy and
excited when they got the ball.

Interviewer: You *ended up giving the ball to some of the children. What *happened after
you returned home?

Ethan: I needed about a month to start the *project. At the time, my idea was a
one-year project *dedicated to getting soccer balls for children. My father’s
organization travels to Africa two or three times a year. So my plan was to try
to get some soccer balls together for him to bring to Mozambique when he went
there. But it became something bigger.

Interviewer: Was it easy for you to *convince companies and people to raise money?

Ethan: It was interesting because the first phone call I made was to a soccer shop in
*Tennessee. I said to the *manager that *I'd shopped there before and about
my idea: “I'm going to get soccer balls for children around the world.” I asked,
“Would you like to help us?” He answered, “No. That's a cool idea, but we are
not really interested in doing that now.” I thought getting soccer balls for
some children was easy before I called him. But after talking with him, I
found it was going to be hard. That was a learning experience for me.

Interviewer: Charity Ball hand-delivers the balls. Why?
Ethan: When we began, we said, “We don’t want to *ship the balls because we often had

8



a lot of problems in the *past with *customs, *especially in developing
countries.” We really want to know the balls actually reached the children’s
hands. On the website, we have a *whole gallery of soccer balls that we have
hand-delivered. People who *donate money to us want to know where it is
going. One of my favorite parts of Charity Ball is to receive the pictures of
children who got soccer balls and to see the smiles on their faces.

Interviewer: How does a real soccer ball *affect the children?

Ethan: I think soccer is a *universal language. People in the world know what soccer
is. Especially in Africa, these children really *connect with soccer. They need
a ball to *make something happen.

Interviewer: How did the tournament happen?

Ethan: Serbian soccer star Neven Suboti¢ sent me an e-mail and we started thinking
about what to do. We *came up with the idea of doing a soccer tournament for
children in Mozambique. *Instantly, 16 teams *signed up and they were ready
to play soccer. This means that about 350 children joined the tournament. A
company donated soccer balls, and every child in the tournament got their *own
ball and uniform. I think for the *final, everyone from the village came out to
watch the game because there were so many people there. It was such a cool
experience for them and also for me.

(http//www.timeforkids.com/& ¥ —EELE2EDEZANRH D, )
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About Ethan King
How old is Ethan? He is fifteen years old.
What does he do? He is the founder of Charity Ball.

How much money is needed to hand-deliver | ( @ ) dollars is needed.
a soccer ball?

How old was Ethan when he came up with | He was( @ ) years old.
the idea of his new project?
[ 1? He needed about a month.

How many times a year does Ethan’s It travels there ( @ ) ayear.
father’s organization travel to Africa?
How many children joined the tournament? | About ( @ ) children did.

1) FXOHREIZEI bDE, KD 1~6 DFNL=ZD2RV, ZOBFEFEHBEXREN,

1. Charity Ball 84 v 7 —HR— /L& FE L2V DX, BEICEEEOBBE CHELSRE Lz
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WENEIDEMY TN ETH B,

3. Charity Ball ® 7 = 7 b _E(Z Charity Ball IZE& LIz AT bOBEREZHEE TV 5,

4. Charity Ball iZ# 32 Az bid. BREHLOBEDFEREMY LNLEBoTNS,

5. Charity Ball © Ethan BARICAS>TNBEZ L D—2iF, ¥y I—R—NZ2ELEFELE
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AEEEE L,
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I read about Ethan King on the Internet last week. He is the founder of Charity
Ball, an organization which raises money [ A 1. I am surprised to know that he

started the organization before he became a junior high school student. He is still very
young. He isalmost asold asI am!

When he first visited Mozambique with his father, Ethan found children there didn’'t
have a real soccer ball. They looked very happy and excited when they got a real one from
him. Then, he decided to start his project. First, he called a manager of a soccer shop in
Tennessee and asked for his help, but the manager said thathe [ B 1. Before calling
him, Ethan thought it was easy to collect money from people, but he soon found it would be
difficult. It was a learning experience for him.

After such an experience, Ethan was able to raise money from many people. He
thinks[ C 1. People in the world know what soccer is. For children in Mozambique,
only a ball is needed to make something happen.

Then Ethan started a soccer tournament for children in Mozambique with Serbian
soccer star Neven Subotié. For the final, everyone from the village came out to watch the

game. Ethansays[ D 1.

[ A 11.tohand-deliver soccer balls to children
2. to ship soccer balls to developing countries

w

to buy soccer balls for people living in Tennessee
4. to take soccer balls to Mozambique from Japan

—
o]
—
—

. would not like to talk with Ethan
would not help Ethan

. would not sell balls to Ethan
would not lose Ethan

Ao

[ C 11.musicisimportant to play soccer

o

raising money is a lot of fun

@

living in a foreign country is interesting

~

soccer is a universal language

[ D 11.itwasa wonderful time to watch the game with his father
it was an exciting game because Neven Subotié¢ played in it

w o

it was a cool experience for them and for himself

~

it was a company which donated uniforms to Charity Ball

(BEBIE A TRDLYTY,)
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